Crossing the Sahara Travel Guide
Though the 1200 mile journey from North Africa to West Africa was long and difficult, traders began crossing the Sahara desert in camel caravans after the seventh century A.D.  Africa’s coastline – a smooth stretch of land with few bays and inlets to shelter large ships were of travelers - made the journey difficult for Africans before the sixteenth century.  Thus, after the seventh century, Muslims from North Africa seeking to spread the message of Islam and to profit from the trade ventured across the Sahara Desert.  They traveled in large caravans that transported salt and other prized items to be traded for gold in West Africa.  Between the 700s and the1500s, trans-Sahara travelers contributed to both the development of powerful trading empires in West Africa and the spread of the message of Islam from North to West Africa 

Despite the rough conditions of the crossing-  the desert heat was extreme during the day and both humans and animals traveled for long periods without water sources - trade between North and West Africa thrived for eight centuries.  The rigors endured by thousands of trans-Saharan traders during this time were recorded by the renowned Ibn Battuta, a Moroccan traveler and writer, who accompanied a trade caravan on the journey in 1352.
The Scenario (set up):
[image: image1.png]A "Tip" is a suggestion for a successful Trip.
The illustrations need to be completed
by using the information in the text.
Keep your lllustrations simple.

Work no more than 1 or 2 minutes on an illustration.
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Imagine that you are a fourteenth century (1300s) African trader who has made the trans-Saharan journey several times.  

You want to share your knowledge about the journey by creating a travel guide with tips to help first-time travelers survive the rigorous (difficult) trip.

Minimum Requirements to include:

· an interesting, catchy title

· [image: image2.png]Use your information organizers
to create your travel guide.



an introduction that explains why you have made the trans-Saharan journey so many times and why it is worth taking the trip

· written information of at least 5 of these eight topics: transportation, supplies, food, drink, clothing, weather, landscape and terrain, and protection.

· an illustration or visual symbol for each of the topics covered in the travel guide

· a creative format that makes the travel guide easy to read and visually appealing

· a map of the desert trade routes

Procedures for “Pairs” of Students
· read the primary source account

· use details from the account to quickly complete the missing parts of the illustrations

· list the key tips (ideas, suggestions) revealed in the account that would help a first-time traveler survive the trans-Saharan journey

